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ILLAWARRA RAILWAY NEARLY PASSED KING'S CROSS: 
Early plans in 1872 ~uld _have taken the lUawarra railway line to ship 
coal at Woolloomooloo Bay past Taylor Square and King's Cross, according to 
an old letter. 
Mr Joseph Weston 
"K.iama Independent Office, 
Kiama. 
Sir, 
"Wollongong 
Novr lith 1872 
l hear from the Hon R. Owen that Mr. Bell suggests as the easiest and also a 
very cheap way for our railway to get into Sydney:- to make a cheap bridge 
across George's River, thence to cross the flat land to near Baptist's Garden, 
Surry Hills, thence along a line parallel to Bourke Street, under (or over) the 
South Head Road, crossing William Street on a viaduct, to Woolloomooloo Bay, 
where a pier could be run out into deep water towards Garden Island, keepin,g 
the line at a sufficient elevation to enable the coal to be tipped into the ships' 
holds. Tbe charts show 5 to 8 fathoms of water at the place and there would 
be plenty of room for even the Great Eastern to load. As Mr Bell has been 
engineer to the Sydney Corporation for a number of years, he would be better 
acquainted with the levels of this pan than any other person in the colony; 
and he assures Mr Owen that an easy and natural and inexpensive route can 
be secured to Sydney Harbour, as the property it passes through will not cost 
much for compensating owners. Mr Owen bas also taken the opinion of Mr 
Whitton on Mr Bell's proposaL Mr Whitton heartily approves of it and con-
siders it by far the best. He considers it will never do for us to come into 
Sydney as the Prospectus suggests along the Govt line to the wharf at Pyrmont 
in Darling Harbour. As the Woolloomooloo Bay will be much deeper than 
Darling Harbour it will of course be better for us to go there as we could then 
put the coals direct from the mine into the holds of the largest vessels used in 
commerce for_ foreign trade. You will remember that Mr Whitton is the Engineer-
in-Chief for Government railways. I think at present it would be better not to 
mention the names of any of tl1ese gentlemen, but to refer to them as Engineers 
of the highest eminence in their profession. 
Yours truly 
John Biggar 
